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Barbara Creed: The Heart of thinSsir

Heart of the School page 1

year each elementary school in the éhdiocese aards
one of its teachers with The Heart of the Schoal&d.
That teacher's name is submitted to thechdiocese, wher

Blue Ribbon page 2

Catholic Schools Week page 2

consideed for an Archdiocesan-wideveard in one of Lenten Project page 3
se\en categories. Thisear for the second time in the history of the  Alumni Profile page 4
award, Ascension School's nominee haseln named the Green Club page 6
Archdiocese’s Heart of the School in the fine arts category Great Books Club page 6

Mrs. Barbara Ceed, who
teaches childm from pre-
school though eighth gade,
has keen teaching music at

for Ascension BriSh, who Centennial Book page 7
sgs, "It is a pleasw# to

work with Barbara. She is a

fine musician, a \wwnderful Save the Datel!

Ascension for telve years. teacher and has an Mission Day
"Every one who has esr extraodinary vision of Februgr15,2008
been at our Christmas what music education
program (and suely that should ke. She has built a RU’?'a'thO“
: . April 252008
includes eery paent of N program in our school that
ewery child in our school!) ' has had a terrific impact on Grandparents’ Day
knows what high standats Mrs. Creed  the program in our parish. What a May 2,2008
brings to our pogram," Mary Jo Burns,  blessing!" .
Principal of Ascension School,ys® "She Graduation

' In addition to her teaching June 22008

has deeloped a music curriculum that

goes wat beyond those of ather responsibilities, Mrs. Gred is esponsible

Class of 1968 Reunion

elementary schools. Our studentsear for A§cenS|on sward-vwn.nmg we.bsne. June 142008

singng, yes; they ae also performing on She is the iRe Arts Division Chair on

. O Ascension's faculty and igsponsible for Alumni & Friends Golf Outing
instruments, building instruments, June 202008

writing music and studying opera, planning school liturees.

classical music and dance. Theyear  Mrs. Creed will eceie her avard from Ascension Alumni Gold Mass & Br
exposed to the st of the performing  the Superintendant of Schools, Dick Junei22z008

arts in Chicago and a& taught to Wolsonaich, at a pesentation on Class of 1958 Reunion

integrate love of the arts into their lies."  January 3. Her colleague Mrs. & October 12008

Pesce, winner of the Ashdiocesanward

Mrs. Creed vorks closely with Mr ) ]
in 1998, will accompaw her.

David Anderson, the Diector of Music



Catholic Schools W

eek January 27 - February 1

Blue Ribbon Assemifiyom the Principal’s Desk
M Onday, Jan uary 28We hare so much to celebrate thigr during Catholic Schools Aek.

The school community will open
Catholic Schools Wek this yar with a
visit from Kristine Cohn of the U.S.
Department of Education. Ms. Cohn
will participate in Ascension's Blue
Ribbon assembly on Mondg January
28 at 1:00 pm in Ascension Chah. In
October, Ascension wasvearded the
Blue Riblon Award by the U.S.
Department of Education. Only 27
elementary and high schools
natiorwide are recognized as Blue
Ribbon Schools. Ascension was
honored for consistently high
performance on nationally normed tests
and an exemplary fine arts pgram.

The gathering will mark the local
presentation of the Blue Rildn Award.
Principal Mary Jo Burns, Assistant
Principal Ratricia Resce and former
Assistant Fincipal Kathy Kambach
participated in the national cemory in
Washington D.C. in Neweember. "This
is our party for the community sgs
Ms. Burns. "Aong with the entie parish
we're inviting Village of Oak Rrk
officials, epresentaties fom District 97
and from the Archdiocese Office of
Catholic Schools. Wre pleased to
celebrate with our students. Student
work won the avard!"

Kristine Cohn is the top egonal
official in the Department of
Education, diecting and deeloping
resouces and initiaties for the
Department's tenegonal offices. She
travels thioughout the Midwest to

visit classooms, discuss federal
education issues with students, pats
and teachers. Herale is designed to
increase understanding of Department
of Education policies and jigrams.

We celebrate, as alws, our call to mission, to mclaim the gospel, our
"Catholicity" if you will. These things a& alwgs, alwgs at the coe of
what we do.

And each ar we celebrate communityWe are family at Ascension.
So during Catholic Schools ¥ék we spend a little mag time doing
what families do: ve read, we play, we party...we bowl and play
volleyball! We invite our extended family into the building so thatev
can shav off our good work. We pray together and we wear our school
colors with geat pride.

But this year we have other stories to celebrate azlly and we're
pleased to pass those stories on tmyin these pages.

This year we have a Blue Riblon, avarded by the U.S. Department of
Education. W have a teacher whose talent iing recognized v a

larger audience than our alwa appeciative Ascension audience. &V
have a goup of students who a interested in learning atut better

ways to treat our planet and in leading us all in making some necessary
changes. W have an alumna who had a moment of inspiration - and
seized it! V& have head the call of a school dad, and consequentlywha
an opportunity to connect with our kothers and sisters in Angola, a
chance to teach our chilén to sere.

What rich blessings w can celebrate thissar! Rease join us in
celebrating, whether or notgu can ke with us hee in Oak Fark. Be
with us in spirit -- Ascension spirit -- and help build Ascension
community wheewer you are!

Mary Jo Burns, Pincipal

Mission Day is Coming February 15

Mission Day, 1960. The Ursuline
Sisters wore their white habits for
§ the celebration of Ascension’ s
Mission Day . Do you enjoy this
glimpse of our history? Many
photos like this one are featured
in our centennial book. See
page 7 for an order form. For
information about this year’ s
Mission Day schedule, to make a
donation or to volunteer your
time, visit our school website:
www .Ascension-School.com.



Lenten Project 3

Ascension: Rise to Help Angola

scension people ar
onnected to the
obal village in

ny ways.
Parents, facultyand alumni
have folloved the call to

sene all over the world.

Each year Ascension is offed a
connection ly a memter of its family - a
connection to a far off place that needs
help. Each gar especially during Lent,
we pick up that thead and follev it with
our outreach, doing what & can to
improve the lives of people who hae
less than & have. This year our
connection is to Angola, to an
organization named Rise International.

For twenty-seen years the people of
Angola lived the nightmae of civil war
For that entire time, schools ere closed.
Most of two generations of the people of
Angola cannot ead or write. Rise was
formed in May 2001 when Andiew
Cole, son of missionaries who had
sened in Angola, eturned to his
birthplace and witnessed the desperate
need of the war-torn country The

name of Dr Cole's or@nization is taken
from Isaiah B:10: If you spend wur
lives in kehalf of the hungy, and satisfy
the needs of the oppssed, thengur

light will rise in the darkness. &'tnering
with local chuches, often the most
stable component of village life, Rise
builds schools, pvide teachers and
learning materials.

Our connection to Rise is parishioner
Tim Blatner an achitect, memkr of the
maintenance committee, father of
Meredith ('10) and Caitlin ("12), and
husband of Maryketh, a memier of the
Ascension faculty Mr. Blatner tells this
story: “A couple years ago, | had lunch
with a college oommate Nate Kayser
and he told me of his molvement with

One of the schools Rise has built in Angola.

the overwhelming need, especially this
year in the light of the cuent violence
in Kerya. Two years ago our fject
focused on a village called Eldeir
Early this year a chuch was burned in
Eldoret, killing thirty people. "What ve

If yOU Spend yOUI‘ livesodiaso good, but theris so much to

do. And each war | realize a little mae

behalf of the hungry, aBly ‘this is it. This is the viork of our

faith. We have to open our hearts to the

satisfy the needs of th&opie who ae suffering out thee.”
oppressed’ then YOUr Ascension's Lenten pfect goal is to

light will rise in the

darkness.
Isaiah 58:10

an organization that builds schools in
Angola. Nate was designing a new
prototype for the schools, and he
brought dravings and cost information
for my comments. He also shed
beautiful pictues of his trip to Angola. |
felt compelled to help. lacalled that our
Lenten service mjects at Ascension had
supported similar vark so | submitted a
proposal to [ Larry and Mrs. Ondrla
for consideratiori.

Christine Ondrla, Director of Religous
Education at Ascension, helps choose
the Lenten Poject each gar and feels

raise enough money to build a school,
approximately $12,000, but & will do
more than raise moneyrs. Ondrla
sys, "Rise has four partner schools in
the Chicago aea and tvo of them send
containers with blankets, clothing and
school supplies to Angola eacear We
hope to include dts of our avn making
for the children of Angola in one of
those containers. \hope this wg the
children will be involved in a wg that
speaks diectly to them -- a 'child to
child' contribution."

Mr. Blatner adds, “In the last fewears,
we have extended the life and tradition
of our own school. | prg that we can
shae our blessings with a most
deserving and appciative peoplé.

For more information alout Ascension’s mject
call the Religous Education office atiB-434-

1554. For information alout Rise, visit their
website: wwwriseinternational.org.



4 Alumni Profile

ASCENsIon's AlumrI’f;atricia Cassin Graft, Class of '49

Gold Brunch:
Sunday, June 22

AscensioeAlumni Office is
pleased to invite all who
graduged fifty or more yeagoa

to join us for our fissumni Gold
Mass and Brunch on Sunhme
22. Make your planswmeéo be

part of this special evelninn
FredrickDirector of Development,
says plans for this eventeha
been in the making for a few
years."We're so hapy thawe

can work this into the calendar fo
this year and hopetthawill be

an annuagr & least a semi-
annual ghering.It will avays

be the same weekend as the Gol
Outingthe weekend of the third
Fiday in Juné/\e hope thaour
out-of-tavn alumni will come in

and make it a weekevd:d love

to see this develop into a standard

reunion weekend for individual

casses.”

Invitdions will be in the mail in
March.Younger alumni who
would like to help with the event
should email alumni@ascension-

school.com.

Ascension's Professional Development Fund, a source for tuition assistance for teachers in
graduate school, has a regular donor in alumna Patricia Graft. It turns out that Pat's interest in
helping teachers goes way beyond her generosity to Ascension.

mary people, do ypu suppose, experience a life-
changng moment at their &th class eunion - their 4th
callege classunion? This is the story of &ricia
Cassin Graft (‘@) and hav that moment in her life has
touched the lies of may others.

Pat went to Rovidence High School after Ascension and then to National

College of Education in #Zanston, which has sincedzome National-Louis

University She eceied her degee in education, married Mike Graft and

taught second and thit grades. Rtricia received her Masters Degpe in

Education flom Northwestern Uniwersity while teaching. Her four chilam
became her focus soon after theceipt of her degee, and
she chose to syahome to raise her family As the childen
grew, Pat worked with Mike in his construction business and
eventually became aealtor; she also seed as a trustee and
then maor of her village. Her cager path neer took her
back to the classiom, but Rat has alwgs styed involved in
education.

In 2002, Pat gathered with classmates invanston for their

reunion. A young Hispanic voman named Olg@, a student

working part-time in the alumni office, was helping with the

event and in casual corersation her story unfolded. &
tells us: "She spoke so passionatelypabteaching. Ve were impressed - one of
the things ve had noted in our eunion was hav positive we all still felt alout
teaching and & were so pleased that our school was still inspiring that sort of
excitement. Olg was just abut ready to gaduate but said she @uld not be
able to complete her student teachingguirement: The State of lllinois stngly
discourages studentsdm working another job while student teaching, and she
could not affod to pay tuition and not work. She had 'maxed out' her loans
and had no one who could help her financiallywe were so distessed ¥ this -
we all knew that our schools need quality teachers like ®lgso ve decided to
do something abut it."

There were twenty-seen classmates at thisunion. They pulled out their
checklnoks and collected the $208 Olga needed to finish the ark for her
degee. Rit's story eally begns nov. She vent home and told Mike
"Something is wong with this pictue.” A little reseach shaved them that
Olga's is not an uncommon @blem. "This can le a temendous buden for
mary students. A lot of them a coming out of other carers and jobs,
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including the corporate wrld, choosing teaching as a secondexr Many are
older, with mortgages and family commitments, or theyeacoming out of
serious economic deprivation (Odgcame fom the stravberry fields of southern
California) and hae very few options when it comes to financial support.”

Pat and Mike decided they are not finished with this poject. They called
National-Louis to talk abut the possibility of funding one mer student who
needed support during his or her student teaching assignmerfterAnuch legl
advice and cowmersation with the Uniwersity, the Ratricia Cassin Graft Bnd was
deweloped. Since @\ it has funded Z students. "Not egryone who applies
receies aid, and the aid is only for tuition, so it is paid datly to NLU," Pat
says. "Applicants hae to be recommended ¥ the faculty have a passion and a
talent for teaching, demonstrate need andeg to teach at least wears in a
high-need school afterrgduation. We interview the candidates; ework with
N LU very closely but ve still administer the psgram. We hare to hear the
stories - the stories arthe eason to do the wrk - and they make the ark so
very, very rewarding."

National-Louis is
thrilled to benefit fom

“The...fund assures that talenteahe geneosity of the
students do not miss their opporfghity™ M

NLU Vice
to become excellent teachers. Flagient of

stifutional
Grafts are truly agents of chang&sffj™® o,
the world of education.” "Thr ough their
magnificent genasity,

are making a
significant impact on
the students at National-Louis Unéersity The Patricia Cassin Graft Student
Teacher AssistanceuRd ensues that talented students do not miss their
opportunity to become excellent teachers. The Graft aruly agents of change
in the world of education.”

Pat and Mike will celebrate their @th anniversary this yar and enjg having all
of their children and their tvelve gandchildren in the Chicago aa. "Our
children ae involved in the foundation as wll," Pat sgs. "Mike and | will be
out of town for the February sceening, and our childen will be doing the
interviewing. They too, ae involved in education and éliewe, as ve do, toth
in the value of this wrk and the satisfaction that carebderived from it. And
we ae a \ery efficient charity: one hund¥d pecent of the funds raised go
directly to the tuition assistance ggram. We feel that's a significant statistic!"

If you'd like more information alwut the Ratricia Cassin Graft &nd for Student
Teaching Assistance, please contact Marklldms at NLU: mwilliams@nl.edu.
If you'd like more information almut Ascension's Pfessional Deglopment
Fund, please contact delopment@Ascension-School.com.

The Reese Family & Asi
Alumni Scholarship Funi

In Spring 200&e told you about the
extraordingmift from George Reese
('52) and his brother Mike (5.
Reese family launched a scholarshiy
endevment to benefit the students of
Ascension school and pledged to
mach all gifts to the fund up to the
first $100,000/\&’re pleased to
report thiathe fund is grang but
would like to reitézethe challenge
from the Reese famityur gift to the
fund helps to ensure the future of
Ascensioit,helps families who are
struggling with tuition payments --
and your gift is twice as valuable
during this nhehing periodio make

a contribution to this fysidase send
your checlpgayable taAscension to
601\an Burer@ak Brk,60304.
Writé¢'Reese &mily Fundin the
memo line; we'll see to it yfoaur gift
is directed as you wiSthank you!

Reunions

Class of 1958*

October 11, 2008

Patricia Rasman Kennedy
pdken@kalama.com
Sharon O’Neil Miller
ndusher@comcast.net

Class of 1968*
June 14, 2008

Gerry DeCleene Dotson
gdots@sbcglobal.net

*Please check the school website,
www-Ascension-School.com for

the class “missing” list! Help us find
our classmates before the reunion.
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Students recycle cans and bottle in the
Pine Room and in the gym..

the gym this year These bins made it
possible for the auction, the biggest
single eent we hold at school, to "go
green."

In particular, the leaders hope that
children recognize the things that they
are responsible for and\aer which

they have contol. "Even pre-
schoolers can learn to turn off the
water when they brush their teeth, to
use oth sides of a piece of paper ew
need to form lifelong habits," Mrs.
Berg sgs.

The Green Club is planning special
projects for each daof Earth Week,
April 20 - 26, hoping to hae activities
that all children can enjg. Slide
shows to be presented at lunch, trash
reduction competitions and skits
written and presented  Green Club

Ascension Goes GIRE s our communiy

Ascension’s sixth trough eighth
graders ae leading the wgain making
our school a moe ervironmentally
friendly place via the school's new
Green Club. WIth parent wlunteers
Jean Berg and Stacey Hess at the
head, the Geen Club has akady had
an effect on eeryday life at
Ascension.

"Ascension has &en ecycling paper
for years," sgs Mrs. Berg, mom of
Aileen ('®), Kelly ('08) and Liam
('12), but this yar we've added cans
and bottles - not as easy a@ect as
you might think. With hundreds of
children eating lunch hear eweryday,
and hundreds of people watching
basketball gmes each eek, we
produce an amazing amount of plastic
and aluminum trash!" Wth the
enthusiastic help of thletic Director
Mike Geyer, Ascension nw has
recycling bins in the fhe Room and

and to promote systems in school and
in our homes that hae a positie
impact on our erironment,” sgs

Mrs. Hess mother of Emma ('11),
Henry ('14) and Owen ('T7). "Another
goal is to connect ourasponsibility to
the ervironment with our call to
Christian stewadship. We're

stewads of all that God has igen to
us - including our planet!"

of Principal Mary Jo Burns and
headed to the Geat Books
Foundation for their training seminar
"We'd had a Geat Books pogram at
Ascension gars ago but it had run its
course, as these things do. eN
thought we'd bring it back and see
what kind of interest we sparked."

The most inteest was sparked in
sixth grade this year so the goup is
reading a compilation of short stories
chosen specifically for their age. "The
stories, and the questions thatear
suggested for discussion,easo
interesting," continues Mrs.
lannaccone. "The stories aroften
short on detail so gu may have to
figure things out fom contextual
clues. In discussion,qu have to
justify your answers with passages
from the text. We talk atout things
like ‘why did the author include that?'
In our most recent meeting, @ talked
about conflict - the need for conflict in
a story to make it inteesting and to
make change possible."

There are no right answers in Great
Books goups. The leader uses a
method called "shad inquiry” which
guides the participants in their
discussion. In shad inquiry,

students learn to listen cafully to the
ideas of others, to communicate their
own ideas, to support their opinions

Great Books Are Bdaekedify those opinions as the

When Karen lannaccone, mother of
Camillo ('10) and Sophia ('12), was
working on enrichment pograms for
the Home and School Association, she
asked the faculty what kind of pgrams
were lacking at Ascension. "Adok
club,” Mr. Sengstock told her

Mrs. lannaccone did some
investigatory work with the guidance

discussion pogresses.

Mrs. lannaccone hopes that @at
Books gows at Ascension. "l'
found it so inteesting to watch as the
kids hare become moe comfortable
sharing opinions with each otherl
think that they're going to eact a
certain wg - and they don't! It's good
for them to have a chance to interact
in this way - an educational wa-
outside the classom."



Mission Centennial Book

Do you have your Ascension facts

Do you remember when each pasted serd where our

kindergarten met during each of its iticasf?d he stor of
Ascension School is a Truman's visit #scension? Do you remember "ths"sho
ministy of the faith - and whiayear theygn Mass started? w\ibere is a referenc
community dtscension to help you when you need tw,kmoinstancéhe name of

Parishcommitted to . .
L : the evner of our first meeting place.
providing excellent edima

in the spiritradition and Ascension's Centennial Book is thg bfsboir parish,

value system of thettaic beginning with our beginning in #9d7culminiag with our Centenhéar celebtans. It is
Church Essential to this filled with the factmd also with pictures and reflectionstaseusionThe book has arrived
iy 8 11S Sene and is wailable for $40 in the parish or school\Wigéll ship themamhere in the United

partnership among students,

parentsfacultystaff and

parishioners. The book was written by a group of parishioners wt

gahered mrial from parish archiyesonal

inteviewsand local and regional news sources.

present needs of its students According taaBtoraAssocie Vickylufanothe

and prepares them for high book's editpthe committee received a lot of

schooffor higher edutan informéon from the Ursuliechives in Stouis,

and for a lifetime of learning. from the ChigaTribune archives and from books
publishedtascension for previous celes "We

also got a greaense of the spirit of the community by going through our Dome colle

which dees back to the early 1940s, Ivfano says:The best pattioughwas

probably talking to people who were therare all\wed by those in our family who can

set us straight because they lived ouy.histor

Stdes for an additional $2.

Ascension School provides a
curriculum thianeets the

Ascension School helps each
child to gne in avareness

of the child’individual

talents and unique place
within the family of God.

Ascension Scheahission To order bookglease send the form welath your paymenfcensioraRsh801 SEast
is to strengthen its students'  Avenuedak Brk,IL 60304Forms are alseailable on the school welvsiteyAscension-
understanding and practice School.contor more inforrman please call the parish officé08-848-2703.

of their faith; to alldhem

to grov in faith; and t0 WOrK - - - - - - o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeememcccmmmco oo
towards creting,through please return this form with your payment to Ascension Parish

their serice,a
compassiot@and just
communityThis mission is
guided by a philosophy of Address email
lovekindness and respect
for each individuadhile
celebrtéing our bond in
gospel values.

Name

City State Zi Telephone

°

Number of Books Amount dtal N check N visa N Mastercard

Credit Card Number exp. date Signature
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Geography Bee Champic

Thirty students scored well enough or
a written test to qualifyAscensios’
Ndional Geogrhic Geogpay Bee
early in Januar En students (above)
remained after round oBdl (‘13)

and Rul (‘08) (left) finished in the two
top spotsAs the first place finisher
Paul will take a qualifying test to
determine if he will proceed to the
stae competitiomAs the youngest
competitoAscension has ever had in
the competitioBjll looks forward to
mary more Geogpiay Bees!

NoN-ProFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. PosTAGE

PAaID
PErRMIT NoO. 108

OAK PARK, IL
60304

ADDRESSSERVICE REQUESTED

601 Van Buren
Oak Park, IL 60304



