
Mrs. Barbara Creed, who

teaches children from pre-

school through eighth grade,

has been teaching music at

Ascension for twelve years.

"Every one who has ever

been at our Christmas

program (and surely that

includes every parent of

every child in our school!)

knows what high standards Mrs. Creed

brings to our program," Mary Jo Burns,

Principal of Ascension School, says.  "She

has developed a music curriculum that

goes way beyond those of other

elementary schools.  Our students are

singing, yes; they are also performing on

instruments, building instruments,

writing music and studying opera,

classical music and dance.  They are

exposed to the best of the performing

arts in Chicago and are taught to

integrate love of the arts into their lives."

Mrs. Creed works closely with Mr.

David Anderson, the Director of Music

for Ascension Parish, who

says, "It is a pleasure to

work with Barbara.  She is a

fine musician, a wonderful

teacher and has an

extraordinary vision of

what music education

should be.  She has built a

program in our school that

has had a terrific impact on

the program in our parish. What a

blessing!"  

In addition to her teaching

responsibilities, Mrs. Creed is responsible

for Ascension's award-winning website.

She is the Fine Arts Division Chair on

Ascension's faculty and is responsible for

planning school liturgies.

Mrs. Creed will receive her award from

the Superintendant of Schools, Dr. Nick

Wolsonovich, at a presentation on

January 25.  Her colleague Mrs. Pat

Pesce, winner of the Archdiocesan award

in 1998, will accompany her.
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Barbara Creed: The Heart of the School 

E
very year, each elementary school in the Archdiocese awards
one of its teachers with The Heart of the School Award.
That teacher's name is submitted to the Archdiocese, where
it is considered for an Archdiocesan-wide award in one of

seven categories.  This year, for the second time in the history of the
award, Ascension School's nominee has been named the
Archdiocese’s Heart of the School in the fine arts category.



The school community will open
Catholic Schools Week this year with a
visit from Kristine Cohn of the U.S.
Department of Education.  Ms. Cohn
will participate in Ascension's Blue
Ribbon assembly on Monday, January
28 at 1:00 pm in Ascension Church.  In
October, Ascension was awarded the
Blue Ribbon Award by the U.S.
Department of Education.  Only 237
elementary and high schools
nationwide are recognized as Blue
Ribbon Schools.  Ascension was
honored for consistently high
performance on nationally normed tests
and an exemplary fine arts program.  

The gathering will mark the local
presentation of the Blue Ribbon Award.
Principal Mary Jo Burns, Assistant
Principal Patricia Pesce and former
Assistant Principal Kathy Kambach
participated in the national ceremony in
Washington D.C. in November.  "This
is our party for the community," says
Ms. Burns. "Along with the entire parish
we're inviting Village of Oak Park
officials, representatives from District 97
and from the Archdiocese Office of
Catholic Schools.  We’re pleased to
celebrate with our students.  Student
work won the award!"  

Kristine Cohn is the top regional
official in the Department of
Education, directing and developing
resources and initiatives for the
Department's ten regional offices.  She
travels throughout the Midwest to
visit classrooms, discuss federal
education issues with students, parents
and teachers.  Her role is designed to
increase understanding of Department
of Education policies and programs.

Blue Ribbon Assembly:
Monday, January 28

From the Principal’s Desk
We have so much to celebrate this year during Catholic Schools Week.
We celebrate, as always, our call to mission, to proclaim the gospel, our
"Catholicity" if you will.  These things are always, always at the core of
what we do.

And each year we celebrate community.  We are family at Ascension.
So during Catholic Schools Week we spend a little more time doing
what families do: we read, we play, we party…we bowl and play
volleyball!  We invite our extended family into the building so that we
can show off our good work.  We pray together, and we wear our school
colors with great pride.

But this year we have other stories to celebrate as well, and we're
pleased to pass those stories on to you in these pages.  

This year we have a Blue Ribbon, awarded by the U.S. Department of
Education.  We have a teacher whose talent is being recognized by a
larger audience than our always appreciative Ascension audience.  We
have a group of students who are interested in learning about better
ways to treat our planet and in leading us all in making some necessary
changes.  We have an alumna who had a moment of inspiration - and
seized it!  We have heard the call of a school dad, and consequently have
an opportunity to connect with our brothers and sisters in Angola, a
chance to teach our children to serve.

What rich blessings we can celebrate this year!  Please join us in
celebrating, whether or not you can be with us here in Oak Park.  Be
with us in spirit -- Ascension spirit -- and help build Ascension
community wherever you are!

Mary Jo Burns, Principal

Mission Day is Coming February 15
Mission Day , 1960.  The Ursuline
Sisters wore their white habits for
the celebration of Ascension’ s
Mission Day .  Do you enjoy this
glimpse of our history?  Many
photos like this one are featured
in our centennial book.  See
page 7 for an order form.  For
information about this year’ s
Mission Day schedule, to make a
donation or to volunteer your
time, visit our school website: 
www .Ascension-School.com.

Catholic Schools W eek  January 27 - February 12



A
scension people are
connected to the
global village in
many ways.

Parents, faculty, and alumni
have followed the call to
serve all over the world. 

Each year, Ascension is offered a
connection by a member of its family - a
connection to a far off place that needs
help.  Each year, especially during Lent,
we pick up that thread and follow it with
our outreach, doing what we can to
improve the lives of people who have
less than we have.  This year, our
connection is to Angola, to an
organization named Rise International.

For twenty-seven years the people of
Angola lived the nightmare of civil war.
For that entire time, schools were closed.
Most of two generations of the people of
Angola cannot read or write.  Rise was
formed in May 2001 when Andrew
Cole, son of missionaries who had
served in Angola, returned to his
birthplace and witnessed the desperate
need of the war-torn country.  The
name of Dr. Cole's organization is taken
from Isaiah 58:10:  If you spend your
lives in behalf of the hungry, and satisfy
the needs of the oppressed, then your

light will rise in the darkness.  Partnering
with local churches, often the most
stable component of village life, Rise
builds schools, provide teachers and
learning materials.

Our connection to Rise is parishioner
Tim Blatner, an architect, member of the
maintenance committee, father of
Meredith ('10) and Caitlin ('12), and
husband of Marybeth, a member of the
Ascension faculty.  Mr. Blatner tells this
story:  “A couple years ago, I had lunch
with a college roommate, Nate Kayser,
and he told me of his involvement with

an organization that builds schools in
Angola. Nate was designing a new
prototype for the schools, and he
brought drawings and cost information
for my comments.  He also shared
beautiful pictures of his trip to Angola.  I
felt compelled to help. I recalled that our
Lenten service projects at Ascension had
supported similar work so I submitted a
proposal to Fr. Larry and Mrs. Ondrla
for consideration.” 

Christine Ondrla, Director of Religious
Education at Ascension, helps choose
the Lenten Project each year and feels

the overwhelming need, especially this
year in the light of the current violence
in Kenya.  Two years ago our project
focused on a village called Eldoret.
Early this year a church was burned in
Eldoret, killing thirty people.  "What we
do is so good, but there is so much to
do.  And each year I realize a little more
clearly ‘this is it.’  This is the work of our
faith.  We have to open our hearts to the
people who are suffering out there."  

Ascension's Lenten project goal is to
raise enough money to build a school,
approximately $12,000, but we will do
more than raise money. Mrs. Ondrla
says, "Rise has four partner schools in
the Chicago area and two of them send
containers with blankets, clothing and
school supplies to Angola each year.  We
hope to include gifts of our own making
for the children of Angola in one of
those containers.  We hope this way the
children will be involved in a way that
speaks directly to them --  a 'child to
child' contribution." 

Mr. Blatner adds, “In the last few years,
we have extended the life and tradition
of our own school. I pray that we can
share our blessings with a most
deserving and appreciative people.”

For more information about Ascension’s project
call the Religious Education office at 708-434-
1554.  For information about Rise, visit their
website: www.riseinternational.org.

Ascension:  Rise to Help Angola

If you spend your lives in

behalf of the hungry, and

satisfy the needs of the

oppressed, then your

light will rise in the

darkness.
Isaiah 58:10

One of the schools Rise has built in Angola.
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Patricia Cassin Graft, Class of ’49
Ascension's Professional Development Fund, a source for tuition assistance for teachers in
graduate school, has a regular donor in alumna Patricia Graft.  It turns out that Pat's interest in
helping teachers goes way beyond her generosity to Ascension.

H
ow many people, do you suppose, experience a life-
changing moment at their 45th class reunion - their 45th
college class reunion?  This is the story of Patricia
Cassin Graft ('49) and how that moment in her life has

touched the lives of many others.

Pat went to Providence High School after Ascension and then to National
College of Education in Evanston, which has since become National-Louis
University.  She received her degree in education, married Mike Graft and
taught second and third grades.  Patricia received her Masters Degree in
Education from Northwestern University while teaching.  Her four children

became her focus soon after the receipt of her degree, and
she chose to stay home to raise her family.  As the children
grew, Pat worked with Mike in his construction business and
eventually became a realtor; she also served as a trustee and
then mayor of her village.  Her career path never took her
back to the classroom, but Pat has always stayed involved in
education.  

In 2002, Pat gathered with classmates in Evanston for their
reunion.  A young Hispanic woman named Olga, a student
working part-time in the alumni office, was helping with the
event and in casual conversation her story unfolded.  Pat

tells us:  "She spoke so passionately about teaching.  We were impressed - one of
the things we had noted in our reunion was how positive we all still felt about
teaching and we were so pleased that our school was still inspiring that sort of
excitement.  Olga was just about ready to graduate but said she would not be
able to complete her student teaching requirement:  The State of Illinois strongly
discourages students from working another job while student teaching, and she
could not afford to pay tuition and not work.  She had 'maxed out' her loans
and had no one who could help her financially.  We were so distressed by this -
we all knew that our schools need quality teachers like Olga - so we decided to
do something about it."

There were twenty-seven classmates at this reunion.  They pulled out their
checkbooks and collected the $2,500 Olga needed to finish the work for her
degree.  Pat's story really begins now.  She went home and told Mike
"Something is wrong with this picture."  A little research showed them that
Olga's is not an uncommon problem.  "This can be a tremendous burden for
many students.  A lot of them are coming out of other careers and jobs,

Ascension’s Alumni 
Gold Brunch:  
Sunday, June 22
Ascension’s Alumni Office is

pleased to invite all who

graduated fifty or more years ago

to join us for our first Alumni Gold

Mass and Brunch on Sunday, June

22. Make your plans now to be

part of this special event.Lynn

Fredrick,Director of Development,

says plans for this event have

been in the making for a few

years.“We’re so happy that we

can work this into the calendar for

this year and hope that it will be

an annual,or at least a semi-

annual gathering.It will always

be the same weekend as the Golf

Outing,the weekend of the third

Friday in June.We hope that our

out-of-town alumni will come in

and make it a weekend.We’d love

to see this develop into a standard

reunion weekend for individual

classes.”

Invitations will be in the mail in

March.Younger alumni who

would like to help with the event

should email alumni@ascension-

school.com.

Alumni Profile4



including the corporate world, choosing teaching as a second career.  Many are
older, with mortgages and family commitments, or they are coming out of
serious economic deprivation (Olga came from the strawberry fields of southern
California) and have very few options when it comes to financial support."

Pat and Mike decided they were not finished with this project.  They called
National-Louis to talk about the possibility of funding one more student who
needed support during his or her student teaching assignment.  After much legal
advice and conversation with the University, the Patricia Cassin Graft Fund was
developed.  Since 2004 it has funded 27 students.    "Not everyone who applies
receives aid, and the aid is only for tuition, so it is paid directly to NLU," Pat
says.  "Applicants have to be recommended by the faculty, have a passion and a
talent for teaching, demonstrate need and agree to teach at least two years in a
high-need school after graduation.  We interview the candidates; we work with
NLU v ery closely but we still administer the program.  We have to hear the
stories - the stories are the reason to do the work - and they make the work so
very, very rewarding."

National-Louis is
thrilled to benefit from
the generosity of the
Graft family.  Mark
Williams, NLU V ice
President of
Institutional
Advancement says,
"Thr ough their
magnificent generosity,
Pat and Mike Graft
are making a
significant impact on

the students at National-Louis University.  The Patricia Cassin Graft Student
Teacher Assistance Fund ensures that talented students do not miss their
opportunity to become excellent teachers.  The Grafts are truly agents of change
in the world of education."

Pat and Mike will celebrate their 50th anniversary this year and enjoy having all
of their children and their twelve grandchildren in the Chicago area.  "Our
children are involved in the foundation as well," Pat says.  "Mike and I will be
out of town for the February screening, and our children will be doing the
interviewing.  They, too, are involved in education and believe, as we do, both
in the value of this work and the satisfaction that can be derived from it.  And
we are a very efficient charity: one hundred percent of the funds raised go
directly to the tuition assistance program.  We feel that's a significant statistic!"

If you'd like more information about the Patricia Cassin Graft Fund for Student
Teaching Assistance, please contact Mark Williams at NLU:  mwilliams@nl.edu.
If you'd like more information about Ascension's Professional Development
Fund, please contact development@Ascension-School.com.

Alumni
Profile

“The...fund assures that talented
students do not miss their opportunity
to become excellent teachers.  The
Grafts are truly agents of change in
the world of education.”

Mark Williams, NLU

The Reese Family & Ascension
Alumni Scholarship Fund 
In Spring 2007,we told you about the
extraordinary gift from George Reese
(’52) and his brother Mike (’55).The
Reese family launched a scholarship
endowment to benefit the students of
Ascension school and pledged to
match all gifts to the fund up to the
first $100,000.We’re pleased to
report that the fund is growing but
would like to reiterate the challenge
from the Reese family. Your gift to the
fund helps to ensure the future of
Ascension,it helps families who are
struggling with tuition payments --
and your gift is twice as valuable
during this matching period.To make
a contribution to this fund,please send
your check,payable to Ascension to
601 Van Buren,Oak Park,60304.
Write “Reese Family Fund”on the
memo line; we’ll see to it that your gift
is directed as you wish.Thank you!

Class of 1958*
October 11, 2008

Patricia Rasman Kennedy

pdken@kalama.com

Sharon O’Neil Miller

ndusher@comcast.net

Class of 1968*
June 14, 2008

Gerry DeCleene Dotson

gdots@sbcglobal.net

*Please check the school website,
www-Ascension-School.com for
the class “missing” list!  Help us find
our classmates before the reunion.

Reunions
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the gym this year.  These bins made it
possible for the auction, the biggest
single event we hold at school, to "go
green."

In particular, the leaders hope that
children recognize the things that they
are responsible for and over which
they have control.  "Even pre-
schoolers can learn to turn off the
water when they brush their teeth, to
use both sides of a piece of paper - we
need to form lifelong habits," Mrs.
Berg says.  

The Green Club is planning special
projects for each day of Earth Week,
April 20 - 26, hoping to have activities
that all children can enjoy.  Slide
shows to be presented at lunch, trash
reduction competitions and skits
written and presented by Green Club
members are in the works.  "Our
goals are to educate our community,
and to promote systems in school and
in our homes that have a positive
impact on our environment," says
Mrs. Hess mother of Emma ('11),
Henry ('14) and Owen ('17). "Another
goal is to connect our responsibility to
the environment with our call to
Christian stewardship.  We're
stewards of all that God has given to
us - including our planet!"

Great Books Are Back
When Karen Iannaccone, mother of
Camillo ('10) and Sophia ('12), was
working on enrichment programs for
the Home and School Association, she
asked the faculty what kind of programs
were lacking at Ascension.  "A book
club," Mr. Sengstock told her.  

Mrs. Iannaccone did some
investigatory work with the guidance

Ascension Goes Green
Ascension’s sixth through eighth
graders are leading the way in making
our school a more environmentally
friendly place via the school's new
Green Club.  With parent volunteers
Jean Berg and Stacey Hess at the
head, the Green Club has already had
an effect on everyday life at
Ascension.

"Ascension has been recycling paper
for years," says Mrs. Berg, mom of
Aileen ('05), Kelly ('08) and Liam
('12), but this year we've added cans
and bottles - not as easy a project as
you might think.  With hundreds of
children eating lunch here everyday,
and hundreds of people watching
basketball games each week, we
produce an amazing amount of plastic
and aluminum trash!"  With the
enthusiastic help of Athletic Director
Mike Geyer, Ascension now has
recycling bins in the Pine Room and

of Principal Mary Jo Burns and
headed to the Great Books
Foundation for their training seminar.
"We'd had a Great Books program at
Ascension years ago but it had run its
course, as these things do.  We
thought we'd bring it back and see
what kind of interest we sparked."

The most interest was sparked in
sixth grade this year, so the group is
reading a compilation of short stories
chosen specifically for their age.  "The
stories, and the questions that are
suggested for discussion, are so
interesting," continues Mrs.
Iannaccone.  "The stories are often
short on detail so you may have to
figure things out from contextual
clues.  In discussion, you have to
justify your answers with passages
from the text.  We talk about things
like 'why did the author include that?'
In our most recent meeting, we talked
about conflict - the need for conflict in
a story to make it interesting and to
make change possible."

There are no right answers in Great
Books groups.  The leader uses a
method called "shared inquiry" which
guides the participants in their
discussion.  In shared inquiry,
students learn to listen carefully to the
ideas of others, to communicate their
own ideas, to support their opinions
and to modify those opinions as the
discussion progresses. 

Mrs. Iannaccone hopes that Great
Books grows at Ascension.  "I've
found it so interesting to watch as the
kids have become more comfortable
sharing opinions with each other.  I
think that they're going to react a
certain way - and they don't! It's good
for them to have a chance to interact
in this way - an educational way -
outside the classroom."

Student Life 6

Students recycle cans and bottle in the
Pine Room and in the gym..



Ascension School is a

ministry of the faith

community of Ascension

Parish,committed to

providing excellent education

in the spirit,tradition and

value system of the Catholic

Church.Essential to this

ministry is the active

partnership among students,

parents,faculty, staff and

parishioners.

Ascension School provides a

curriculum that meets the

present needs of its students

and prepares them for high

school,for higher education

and for a lifetime of learning.

Ascension School helps each

child to grow in awareness

of the child’s individual

talents and unique place

within the family of God.

Ascension School’s mission

is to strengthen its students’

understanding and practice

of their faith; to allow them

to grow in faith; and to work

towards creating,through

their service,a

compassionate and just

community. This mission is

guided by a philosophy of

love,kindness and respect

for each individual,while

celebrating our bond in

gospel values.

Do you have your Ascension facts straight?  

Do you remember when each pastor served and where our
kindergarten met during each of its incarnations?  The story of
Truman's visit to Ascension?  Do you remember "the shows"
and what year the gym Mass started?  Now there is a reference
to help you when you need to know,for instance,the name of
the owner of our first meeting place.

Ascension's Centennial Book is the history of our parish,
beginning with our beginning in 1907,and culminating with our Centennial Year celebrations.It is
filled with the facts,and also with pictures and reflections about Ascension.The book has arrived
and is available for $40 in the parish or school office.We will ship them anywhere in the United
States for an additional $2.

The book was written by a group of parishioners who
gathered material from parish archives,personal
interviews,and local and regional news sources.
According to Pastoral Associate Vicky Tufano,the
book's editor, the committee received a lot of
information from the Ursuline Archives in St.Louis,
from the Chicago Tribune archives and from books
published at Ascension for previous celebrations. "We

also got a great sense of the spirit of the community by going through our Dome collection,
which dates back to the early 1940s," Ms.Tufano says."The best part,though,was
probably talking to people who were there.We are all awed by those in our family who can
set us straight because they lived our history."

To order books,please send the form below with your payment to Ascension Parish,801 S.East
Avenue,Oak Park,IL 60304.Forms are also available on the school website,www.Ascension-
School.com.For more information,please call the parish office at 708-848-2703.

Name

Address email

City State Zip Telephone

______Number of Books __________Amount Total N Check N Visa N MasterCard

Credit Card Number exp. date Signature

please return this form with your payment to Ascension Parish

Centennial BookMission 7



Geography Bee Champions!
Thirty students scored well enough on
a written test to qualify for Ascension’s
National Geographic Geography Bee
early in January. Ten students (above)
remained after round one.Bill (‘13)
and Paul (‘08) (left) finished in the two
top spots.As the first place finisher,
Paul will take a qualifying test to
determine if he will proceed to the
state competition.As the youngest
competitor Ascension has ever had in
the competition,Bill looks forward to
many more Geography Bees!
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